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Hugjat al-Islam
Imam Muhammad Qasim Al-Nanawtawi
Founder of Darul Uloom Deoband (1832-1880)

Brief Introduction

Imam Muhammad Qasim Al-Nanawtawi (1831-1880 CE) born in Nanawta a village near Saharanpur,
INDIA was the most influential Islamic philosopher theologian in Indian subcontinent after Imam al-Hind
Shah Wali Allah of Delhi. He was the last bearer of the intellectual legacy of Shah Wali Allah. Al-Nanawtawi
is revered as a Mujaddid and having a title Hujjat al-Islam stands on the third step in the process of Islamic
revivalism after Mujaddid Alf-Thani and Wali Allah of Delhi.

He completed his primary education in his hometown and then he was sent to Deoband, where he
studied in Maulvi Mahtab Ali’s primary school. Then, he travelled to Saharanpur, where he studied
elementary books of Arabic grammar and syntax under Maulvi Nawaz. At the end of 1843, Mamluk-Ul-Ali
escorted him to Delhi. There, he studied Kafia and various books. Later he was admitted to Delhi College,
without having written the annual examination.

Prior to his enrollment at Delhi College, he had studied books on logic, philosophy, and scholastic
theology under Mamluk Ali at his house.[citation needed] he joined a study circle;which possessed a central
position in India with regards to the teaching of the sciences of the Quranand Hadith. Hestudied hadith under
Abdul GhaniMujaddidi.

His Greatest Achievement

His greatest achievement was the revival of an educational movement for the renaissance of religious
sciences in India and the creation of guiding principles for the madaris on which their survival depends.
During his lifetime,Christianity began to rise in India and prodigious efforts were made to convert the people
of India to Christianity in every possible way.

Fair for God-Consciousness at Shahjahanpur

The famous lectures Al-Nanawtawi delivered during the Fair of God Consciousness at Shahjahanpur
(held on May 8, 1876 under the auspices of the local Zamindar, PiyareLalKabir-panthi) were published later
under the title 7aqrirDilPadhir and Mubahathah-e Shahjahanpur. His opponents have praised his method of
polemical discussion and his command on Islamic religious philosophy and theology.

Participation in the Fight for India’s Freedom &
Establishment of Darul Uloom Deoband

After the despotic fall of Muslim Mughal Empire of India,Al-Imam Nanawtawi actively participated in
armed struggle against British colonialists.

Al-Imam Nanawtawi realized that this is the time to protect the faith of Muslims from corruption,ignorance

and deviation. Instead fighting with sword against British colonialism the most important duty is to protect

the faith of millions of downtrodden Muslims of Indian-subcontinent. Thousands of Ulama had been hanged
by the cruel British colonialists and British Government had provided all possible support to the Christian
Missionaries to convert mainly Muslims to Christianity.

In 1866 CE Al-Nanawtawi founded Madrasa Islamia (DarulUloomDeoband) at the age of 35. It was
aimed to bring the change in the social,political,economic and religious conditions of Indian Muslims.

Islamic Religious Philosophy of Al-Nanawtawi
In Islamic religious philosophy Tahzir al-Nas / MunadarahAjibah authored by Al-Nanawtawi has great

importance. It was written to answer a question about narration of Ibn e Abbas related to seven earths.

Death
Al-Nanawtawi passed away only in the age of 48 in 1880.
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Hujjat al-Islam Academy

Islam as a comprehensive religion is a reliable set of ideals and realities covering the entire area of human
notion and actions, beliefs and practices, thoughts, words, and deeds.

Ever since the caravan of intellect and insight started its journey in the light of Quran and Sunnah,the
spacious world of knowledge, discernment,excellence and perfection came into view. In early days of Islam the
world knew a group of men recognized “The Companions” (Sahabah). To give the testimony of the character

of the pious companions Allah certified them saying “Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with
Allah”.

After this bright era in every period of history great scholars like Abu Hamid al-Ghazali .Shaikh al-Ishraq,
IbneHazm, MuhiuddinIbnArabi, Jalalauddin Rumi, ShaikhSaadi, Razi, Imam Abu Hanifah, Imam Malik,
Imam Shafiee, Imam Ahmad Bin Hambal and the inheritors of their intellectual legacy Shaikh al-Islam Ibne
Taimiya, Ibn Qayyim, Shaikh Ahmad Sarhindi known as Mujaddid Alf Saani, Musnad al-Hind Shah Wali
Allah Muhaddith of Delhi and many other personalities emerged.

In the 13* century AH amid the challenges Hujjat al-Islam Imam Muhammad Qasim Al-Nanawtawi

R-A) came to the world.

Though Imam Al-Nanawtawi was last to come but he was not the least. Through his talent and extra
ordinary endeavors,Imam Al-Nanawtawi portrayed the picture of great men of every era in his persona.

Whoisnotaware of Imam Al-Nanawtawi’s revolutionaryeffortsin termsof founding DarulUloomDeoband
and his great services to Islam in the subcontinent! Indeed everyone in the subcontinent is grateful and obliged
to him.

There was a dire need to revise the legacy and ideas of Imam Muhammad Qasim Al-Nanawtawi and
introduce his personality and achievements to the world of intellectuals and learned. This so great and
important task was due on Darul Uloom Deoband .Qasmi community and everyone connected to Deoband.
Alas! It was not done yet.

The literary works were carried out by Hakim al-Islam Maulana Qari Muhammad Tayyib (A.R.) the
ex-Rector of DarulUloomDeoband during his administration with the aim of introducing Darul Uloom
Deoband and the legacy of Imam Al-Nanawtawi; these are the services of a single person.

It was an obligation upon the succeeding administration of Darul Uloom Deoband to establish a department
for research and academic activities keeping in center the “Qasmi Sciences”(Ulum al Qasmi).

Whatever Darululoom Wagf Deoband is doing,while having no resources,is the mere help of Allah the
Almighty.

By the virtue of the great beneficence and bounty of Allah Almighty, Darululoom Waqf Deoband is
rendering its educational services up to the graduation level in Islamic religious sciences, tajwid and Qirat
(phonetics of the Holy Quran), Ifta (Jurisprudence) and other post-graduate courses. Well trained lecturers
and professors are working hard to enhance the students’ skills. All the staff members and departments are
active and doing their best to fulfill their particular duties.

Necessary construction is in progress. Implementing the useful schemes for uplifting the academic standard

is always the first preference of the administration.

The foundation of the Hujjat al-Islam Academy is a useful addition amongst the various educational

departments of Darululoom Wagf Deoband.

Aims and objectives

Hujjat al-Islam Academy is a research department of Darululoom Waqf Deoband
It aims to:

1. Conducting research on the personality and literal contributions in form of books, epistles and treatises
left by Hujjat al-Islam Imam Muhammad Qasim al-Nanawtawi.

2. Reconstructing the modern science in the light of Qasmi Sciences along with interpretation and
modernization of his works.

3. Categorical research based upon the two categories of Imam Al-Nanawtawi’s legacy comprising of
knowledge and Gnostic.

Reflecting the ideology and discourse of Imam Al-Nanawtawi and tack of Deoband.
Presenting the inclusive review of Imam Al-Nanawtawi’s religious insight and knowledge.

Introduction of distinguished pupils of Imam Al-Nanawtawi and their academic distinction.

N S W e

A special project on Imam Muhammad Qasim Al-Nanawtawi as a founder of Darululoom Deoband
and his valuable services.

e

Islamic worldview and the intellectual personality of Imam Muhammad Qasim al-Nanawtawi.
9. Translating the books composed by Ulama of Deoband into English and Arabic
10. Working on the biography of Hakim al-Islam MaulanaQari Muhammad Tayyib RA comprising of

his life, services and achievements.
11. Publishingimportant academicmanuscriptand thetranslation ofoldand newbookson different topics.
12. Summarizing and interpreting academic and research work of prominent scholars of Deoband.

13. For this Department qualified graduates would be selected. They would have to write articles. At
the completion of the course the certificate would be provided to them according to the standard
of their writings. They will also be awarded monthly scholarship.

14. The department would be benefited from the experts in academic and research field.
15. 'The department would provide publishing platform for the skilled writers and researchers.
16. There would be an arrangement of training for journalism and writing,

17. 'The department would introduce its academic services and activities online.
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(an academic research organ)
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Hujjatul Islam Academy

Al-Jamia al-Islamia Darululoom waqf, Deoband Course O Utline
Department Hujjatul Islam Academy
Program Type Masters in General Studies
Main Theme Hujjatul Islam Academy is an academic research organ

When most of the students of Madaris were not aware of the rules and styles of
writing which are commonly known in the universities, it was due on Darul Uloom
Wagqf Deoband to introduce those tips to its graduates who intend to do research
on any subject.

It was also a necessary step to be taken for the graduates of Darul Uloom Waqf
Deoband to acquaint them with Hujjatul Islam Imam Muhammad Qasim
Nanawtawi’s legacy comprising of knowledge and Gnostic.

The students must be aware of the new movements and their positive and negative
effects on the minds of Muslims.

Hujjatul Islam Academy has set up its educational and research system to
accomplish the above mentioned needs and demands of time.

Course of Study ¢ Teaching books of Imam Qasim Al-Nanawtawi specially “Tahzeerun Naas” and

“Aabe Hayaat” to make them conversant with the thoughts and ideas of Imam
Qasim.

e Hujjatul Islam Academy aims to introduce the research methodology to students.

e To organize academic and research lectures on different subjects to introduce
the world famous scholars and great thinkers to the students of Madaris along
with the introduction to the new movements and their positive and negative
impression on Muslims. E.g.

The introduction and history of

i.  The Tack of Ulama e Deoband

ii. Rationalism

iii. Liberalism

iv.  IIme Kalam

v.  Orientalism and Oreintalists

vi. Socialism

vii. Islam and Politics

viii. Islamization of knowledge

To prepare two dissertations per year on contemporary and important topics.

// T DEEmmmmeem .
) EE—

Status

Level

Credit Hours

Teaching
Methodology

Lecturers

Objectives

Learning
Outcomes

Specialization

1

6 hours each subject

Lectures & Discussions

Molana Ghulam Nabi Qasmi, Molana Mohammad Shakaib Qasmi,
Molana Mohammad Naushad Noori, Molana Mohammad Shamshad Qasmi,
Molana Hasnain Arshad Qasmi.

To make them conversant with the thoughts and ideas of Imam Qasim.

To introduce the research methodology to students.

To introduce the world famous scholars and great thinkers to the students of
Madaris along with the introduction to the new movements and their positive and
negative impression on Muslims.

In-Sha Allah, when they complete this program, the students would be eligible to

the followings:

1. They would be very conversant with the ideology, thoughts and writing style of
Hujjatul-Islam Imam Mohammad Qasim Nanawtawi.

2. 'They can prepare Research Papers comfortably.

3. They would be aware of the new movements and their positive and negative
impacts on Muslims.
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Hujjat al-Islam Academy

Al-jamia al-Islamia Darul Uloom Waqf, Deoband

Eidgah Road, P.O. Deoband-247554, Distt: Saharanpur U.P. India
Tel : + 91-1336-222352, Mob: + 91-9897076726
Website: www.dud.edu.in, www.darululoomwagf.com
Email: hujjatulislamacademy@dud.edu.in, hujjatulislamacademy2013@gmail.com
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